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his sovereign would decline to correspond " except on formal
official matters." There was no warning of that interdict
in his first audience. Yet the strange admission soon
appeared in one of the Queen's letters ; arid the recipient of
her confidences on her relations with her ministers was the
Leader of the Opposition. Mistrusting Gladstone, she relied
slightly on his Whig colleagues ; but her real trust was in
the Tories. Such was the transformation worked in her by
Lord Beaconsfield ; and it was plain that all the pieces on
the board were set for a most disagreeable game.